Research Experience Program (REP)
Summary

Introduction

The Research Experience Program is one part of the three new undergraduate initiatives at KU:
Global Awareness Program (GAP); the Service Learning Certification (SLC); and the Research
Experience Program (REP). The REP is based on the premise that, as a major research university,
the University of Kansas should provide learning opportunities grounded in a research tradition that is
not found in smaller universities or liberal arts colleges. All students should be familiar with the
research methods of their respective disciplines and should have opportunities to participate in
research experiences with the faculty and through their studies.

There are many efforts underway to promote undergraduate research experiences at KU (See
Appendix A for a summary). However, there is no official recognition on a student's university
transcript of an identified research experience. The implementation of the Research Experience
Program would address this need. In 2004, a 13 member faculty task force was charged with
developing a definition of the components of an appropriate undergraduate research experience and
mechanisms for certifying completion of the research experience. Appendix B contains the full report
of the task force. In brief, the committee concluded that an identified research experience should:

1) Reflect some level of original and/or creative thought, including the new ideas or new
syntheses of ideas or novel applications of pre-existing information;

2) Involve independent work by the student with supervision of a faculty member. Although the
work may involve others, some part of it must be done independently by the student. According to the
report the work might “comprise one or more of the following: Hands-on activity in a laboratory, studio
or off-campus setting; Use of library and/or other information resources; writing; evident thought or
theoretical modeling."

3) Result in a "unique product that reflects a sense of ownership and personal investment on
the part of the student." Unique product may comprise one of more the following: publication in an
established literature; written report that could be used by others; written thesis; oral/poster
presentation at conference/symposium; a new method or model that will be used by others;
establishment of a web-accessible database, clearinghouse, information compilation, search; work of
art, patentable object.

Research Experience Program (REP)

The Research Experience Program outlined below includes two components designed to
demonstrate that students have met the research experience criteria specified by the faculty
committee. The first component, Research Competency, emphasizes coursework in
research/creative methods either alone (Option A) or in combination with research/creative
experience in the laboratory or studio of a faculty member (Option B). The second component,
Independent Research/Creative Project, emphasizes the completion of a research/creative product.
These components follow the model of the Global Awareness Program in their inclusion of both
coursework and experiences outside the classroom.
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Students must fulfill the requi rements of both components to receive the REP designation on
their transcripts.

Component 1: Research/Creative Competency
Students must complete either Option A or Option B.

Option A: Coursework:

A student must complete at least three research/creative methods courses (200 level or
above) with a grade of C or better. These three courses can be from different departments or
schools. Courses must be selected from the approved REP course list

Option B: Coursework + Research/Creative Experience:

Coursework: A student must complete at least two research/creative methods courses (200
level or above) with a grade of C or better. Courses must be selected from the approved REP
course list. Research/Creative Experience: A student must participate in a faculty-led
research/creative experience for at least one semester.

Component 2: Independent Research/Creative Project
Students must complete a research/creative project that produces one of the following:
e Authorship or co-authorship of an academic publication
e Work of art or performance
e Thesis (e.g., Senior, Honors)
e Paper/poster presentation at an international, national, regional, or local
conference/symposium
Patentable object, procedure, etc.
e Discipline-specific research project (Requires preapproval from relevant department), e.g.,
web-accessible database, technical report, search engine, etc.

Administration of REP

REP Coordinator. The Graduate Training Coordinator, within the Office of the Vice Provost for
Research, will serve as the REP Coordinator for the university. This individual will work with
departments/programs to identify REP courses, maintain the approved REP course list on the REP
web site, and certify completed REPs to the Registrar's office for notation on students' transcripts.

Departments/Programs. Departments/Programs will be responsible for: (1) designating a
faculty member to serve as the unit's REP Contact for the REP Coordinator, (2) identifying the
courses in their curriculum which could be used to meet the Research/Creative Competency
component of the REP, and (3) approving discipline-specific research projects for the Independent
Research/Creative project component of the REP. Departments/Programs should encourage faculty
members to serve as advisors to students completing the Independent Research/Creative component
of the REP. The department REP Contact should provide the REP Coordinator with a list of the
department’s REP courses and approved discipline-specific research projects.
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Students. Students will be responsible for planning their REP program in consultation with their
advisors and documenting completion of the REP components using the REP portfolio form. This
form must bear the signatures of the student, the faculty supervisor for Component 2, and the
department REP contact. Students who have pursued a multidisciplinary REP should secure the
signature of the department Rep contact in either their major department or the department of their
faculty advisor for Component 2. Students should submit the completed portfolio form and a
transcript to the REP Coordinator at the Office of the Vice Provost for Research, 2385 Irving Hill
Road, University of Kansas, Lawrence, KS 66045-7563.

REP Courses. Courses approved by departments for meeting the requirements of Component
1 will be posted by the REP Coordinator on the REP web site. The REP Coordinator will work with
department REP Contacts to keep this list current.

Table 1 provides an overview of the REP program.
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Table 1: KU Research Experience Program Flowchart: All students must complete the two
Components.

Component 1: Research/Creative Competency
This component exposes the student to the research/scholarship methods within a specific
discipline(s). It can be completed in one of two options

Option A: Coursework: A student Option B: A student must complete at
must complete at least three < »| least two research/creative methods
research/creative methods courses courses (200 level or above) with a grade
(200 level or above) with a grade of of C or better and (2) participate in a

C or better. faculty-led research/creative experience

for at least one academic semester

Component 2: Independent Research/Creative Product

This component allows the student to gain valuable experience presenting their
research/scholarship to an audience either within or outside the university. Students must
complete one of the following options:

Authorship or co-authorship of an academic publication

Work of art or performance

Written thesis (e.g., Senior, Honors)

Paper/poster presentation at an international, national, regional, or local
conference/symposium

Patentable object, procedure, etc.

e Discipline-specific research project (Requires preapproval from relevant
department), e.g., web-accessible database, technical report, search engine,
etc.
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Departmental Information Sheet
Research Experience Program (REP)

Department Name:

Designated Department REP Faculty Contact Name:

Component I: Research Competency

The following 200 level and above courses are considered to be research/creative methods courses in this
department.

Course Number Course Title

Please return to: John Augusto, REP Coordinator, KUCR, jaugusto@ku.edd

Signature of Chair: Date:
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