Research and Graduate Studies @ KU

Updates from the Office of Research and Graduate Studies

KU works to establish local life sciences business incubator

Plans were unveiled in June for a Lawrence Regional Life Sciences Incubator, a
university and community partnership to be built in 2009-10 on KU’s West Cam-
pus.

The $8 million project will make 20,000 sq. ft. of wet-lab space available to
university start-up companies and other firms in the early stages of develop-
ment. The proposed two-story facility is expandable to 40,000 sq. ft. and will be
located on Becker Drive, across from the Multidisciplinary Research Building
(MRB), the Structural Biology Center (SBC) and the proposed School of Pharma-
cy building. Nearby are the Higuchi Biosciences Center and the Biotechnology
Innovation and Optimization Center.

Under the proposal, one-fourth of the total funding will be provided by the
Lawrence-Douglas County Bioscience Authority, the City of Lawrence, and
Douglas County. The Authority will own the building and the Lawrence Re-
gional Technology Center will manage it. One-fourth of the total funding will be
provided by KU ($1.5 million) and KU Endowment ($500,000, in the form of a
long-term lease of the land for a nominal fee). Matching funds for these commit-
ments will be sought from the Kansas Bioscience Authority.

More than 1,200 business incubators of all kinds operate currently in the U.S.
They provide space and program support at a moderate cost, enabling entre-
preneurs to prove a concept, advance product R&D and, ideally, graduate their
operations to a larger facility as a viable company.

The proposed Lawrence incubator is seen as an important part of an overall eco-
nomic development strategy. The goals are to increase research collaborations
with KU, recruit and retain companies locally, recruit and retain KU faculty and
generate jobs, investment and a larger local tax base.

Plans are also under way to establish a Biomedical Entrepreneurial Research
Incubator at the KU Medical Center. The 40,000 sq. ft., $6.25 million facility will
be located in the Breidenthal Research Building, with funding provided by the
U.S. Department of Commerce Economic Development Administration ($3 mil-
lion) and the Kansas Bioscience Authority ($2 million). Completion is expected
in 2010.

Exhibition continues at The Commons

“Niche: Nature Morte and the Simulated Garden” continues through Novem-
ber at The Commons in historic Spooner Hall.

The exhibition is a mixed media art installation by Marguerite Perret and Bruce
Scherting, in collaboration with Betsy Knabe Roe. According to the exhibition
brochure, niche “can refer to the place an organism occupies in an ecosystem,
or the place a product holds in what marketing professionals sometimes call the
consumer ecosystem. The exhibition Niche encompasses both associations. The
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Researchers & Grad Students in the News
Science, engineering education project receives $2.9 million
http://lwww.news.ku.edu/2008/july/3/partnership.shtml

KU researchers and graduate students will work to instill a love for science, math and engineering in K-12
students in Kansas. The National Science Foundation has announced it will award $2.9 million over five
years to the Kansas Partnership for Graduate Fellows in K-12 Education program at KU.

KU researcher calls for approval of wireless gadgets that use ‘white space’
http://lwww.news.ku.edu/2008/july/2/whitespace.shtml

Research shows that the digital revolution has lifted the need for unoccupied gaps in the TV spectrum and
opened white space for use by a new generation of personal electronic devices.

New turnpike signs tout KU’s academic, athletic prowess to travelers
http://lwww.news.ku.edu/2008/july/ | /turnpikesigns.shtml

Travelers on the Kansas Turnpike will learn a little bit about the academic and athletic excellence of KU
thanks to two new signs installed July 2. The signs tout KU’s status as an international research university,
as well as its recent men’s basketball and Orange Bowl championships.

Sea anemone researcher at KU sits on ‘supreme court’ of species identification
http://lwww.news.ku.edu/2008/june/30/fautin.shtml

Daphne Fautin, professor of ecology and evolutionary biology, has been a commissioner for the Interna-
tional Commission on Zoological Nomenclature, the world’s top body overseeing the naming of species,
since 2006. She helps police the scientific naming of living things.

KU announces Fall 2008 Undergraduate Research Award winners
http://lwww.news.ku.edu/2008/june/27/undergrad.shtml

Thirty-five students have received Undergraduate Research Awards for summer and fall 2008 semesters.
The awards support original, independent research by undergraduates enrolled on the Lawrence campus.

Governor, legislators and KU celebrate expansion of pharmacy school
http://lwww.news.ku.edu/2008/june/23/pharmacy.shtml

With a growing shortage of pharmacists straining Kansas’ health care system, KU earlier this year pro-
posed an expansion of its pharmacy school -- the only one in the state. Gov. Kathleen Sebelius was joined
at the KU School of Medicine-Wichita by pharmacists, legislators and KU students and teachers to ceremo-
nially sign the bill making the expansion possible.

KU research on aging receives $7.5 million grant extension
http://lwww.news.ku.edu/2008/june/23/grantextension.shtml

Researchers are hoping to better understand what happens in the muscles and brain during the aging pro-
cess. The goal of the research is to discover how to slow or even reverse the aging process. The National
Institutes of Health has given KU $7.5 million for a five-year period. This is the second NIH extension of
the project titled “Role of Reactive Oxygen Species in Aging.”

Professor to research and compare community music programs
http://lwww.news.ku.edu/2008/june/ 1 9/bergee.shtml

Martin Bergee, professor of music education and music therapy, was principal investigator for a music
education research proposal that recently earned full funding from the National Association of Music
Merchants Foundation. The study; titled “Galvanizing factors of communities chosen to be one of the Best
100 Communities for Music Education,” is part of the foundation’s Sounds of Learning Phase V initiative.
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KU School of Business doctoral program announces student awards
http://lwww.news.ku.edu/2008/june/l 7/business.shtml

Nine students in the School of Business doctoral program earned recognition and $27,050 in cash awards
for outstanding teaching and research skills at the doctoral commencement banquet May 17. Three stu-
dents selected for teaching positions at major universities also were honored.

KU gives Kansas middle school teachers hands-on experience in ‘doing science’
http://lwww.news.ku.edu/2008/june/ |l 6/science.shtml

The Middle School Science Academy-- Research Experiences gives teachers a four-week immersion in
modern scientific or engineering research in a laboratory at KU. Many middle school teachers have had
little exposure to university-level research. This summer, the teachers will be doing science, not just learn-
ing about science.

Undergrad named a research competition finalist

Undergraduate physics and geology major Alex Krejci has been named a finalist in the competition for
the Vanderbilt Prize for Undergraduate Research in Physics and Astronomy, awarded in a national com-
petition by Vanderbilt University. Alex received his prize for work in the area of Astrobiophysics with
Prof. Adrian Melott, specifically computations to help determine the effects of increases in the high-
energy cosmic ray flux on the Earth’s atmosphere and biota. He will receive $500, an expense-paid trip to
Vanderbilt for the awards ceremony, and a chance to compete for the first prize.

Research Administration

NIH announces changes to enhance peer review

On June 6, National Institutes of Health (NIH) Director Elias A. Zerhouni announced critical changes to
enhance and improve the NIH peer review system. The Implementation Plan Report consists of four main
priorities:

* Recruit, train and reward the best possible reviewers;

e Align structure of applications, review criteria, summary statements and the rating process to improve
quality and transparency of reviews;

* Ensure balanced and fair reviews across scientific fields and scientific career stages while reducing un-
necessary burden on applicants; and

¢ Implement a system for continuous review and improvement of peer review.
Next Steps:

* An Ad hoc Peer Review Task Force, chaired by NIH Deputy Director, will be formed to develop de-
tailed plans and oversee initial implementation.

* A new entity will be formed within the Division of Program Coordination, Planning and Strategic Ini-
tiatives to oversee Continuous Review of Peer Review.

For more information about enhancing peer review at NIH and to learn about the implementation plan,

visit http://lenhancing-peer-review.nih.gov.

NIH policy on submission of additional grant application materials

An applicant organization may need to submit additional application material to NIH following the
submission of the original grant application. A recent NIH notice clarifies the existing policy regarding
submission of the additional grant application material before the peer review meeting, during the initial
peer review phase, or after the peer review meeting.

The additional materials must be submitted to the NIH with the consent of the applicant organization’s
designated institutional signing official (AOR). NIH requires that the applicant organization include the
AOR in the correspondence; the AOR is not necessarily required to submit the application materials. It
is acceptable for the PD/PI or Contact PI for multiple PD/PI applications to send such materials with the
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concurrence of the AOR. Materials sent without evidence of such concurrence will not be accepted.

For further discussion and/or assistance, the investigator is encouraged to contact the appropriate KU staff
that assisted with the proposal submission.

View the full notice at http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-filessNOT-OD-08-082.html.

Sub-awards: A Survivor’s Guide of Key Concepts and Principles
Tuesday, July 15, 2008

1:00-4:30 p.m.

Simons Auditorium, West Campus

This video workshop was originally scheduled for Sept. 11, 2007, but was cancelled due to technical difficul-
ties. A recording of the original broadcast will be shown.

Workshop Description:

Drawn from NCURA’s seven-week online tutorial, this broadcast is intended as a review for mid-level re-
search administrators and will provide enough basic information to help those who are new to the world of
subcontracting to survive. The faculty, who designed and developed NCURA's tutorial, will share a number
of case studies, discuss the “do’s and don’ts” and dispel myths that may have created high anxiety in those
new to this arena.

Faculty will touch on the following areas:
¢ Key concepts and terminology associated with sub-awards

* An overview of the typical flow of activity from the time a proposal is first put together by the prime re-
cipient through the awarding of both prime awards and sub-awards to their closeout

¢ TFactors to consider when issuing a sub-award

¢ Elements of a sub-award

* Basic principles of a sub-award negotiation

¢ Terms and conditions--do they all “flow down?”
* Administering sub-awards

Handouts will be available by e-mail to those who register. To register, send an e-mail to Research Adminis-
tration Events (resadmin-events@ku.edu) with your name, your department or other affiliation and whether
you would like to receive Continuing Education credits for attendance. Attendees are welcome to bring
snacks and drinks. There is a soda machine near Simons Auditorium.

Faculty:
¢ David Mayo, associate director, Office of Sponsored Research, California Institute of Technology

¢ Steve Erickson, director, Office for Research Compliance and Intellectual Property Management, Boston
College

* Ruth Farrell, associate vice president for research administration, University of Vermont

Staff Fellows named in Research and Graduate Studies

Kristi Billinger, assistant manager of Proposal Services, and Susan Sloop, associate director of the Higuchi
Biosciences Center, submitted a joint proposal to the Staff Fellows Program, an initiative sponsored by the
provost’s office. Both have been selected as 2008-2009 Staff Fellows.


http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-08-082.html
mailto: resadmin-events@ku.edu

Research and Graduate Studies@KU

A synopsis of their proposed program:

During a period of reduced funding from federal, state and industrial sponsors, it is important to stream-
line research procedures to reduce administrative costs. By refining existing protocols, we hope to fa-
cilitate a smooth and efficient proposal submission process, thus enabling faculty to obtain additional
funding. Increasing easy access to research-related information would meet the needs of the university
community in this constantly changing research environment. RGS and HBC staff plan to review current
grant administration procedures, familiarize themselves with available information management resourc-
es, conduct a needs assessment of stakeholders and recommend and/or develop new procedures and data
management practices.

Visit the Staff Fellows site at http://www.provost.ku.edu/policy/staff/docs/staffFellowlIntro.pdf to learn more
about the program.
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